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his project and to ensure its preparation and execu-
tion, Urban was a very enthusiastic, keen-minded
prelate. He appealed not only to the princes and the
knights, but also to the populace. His interpreter to
the common people was a French monk of his country,
who reminds us of the ancient apostles, named Peter
the hermit. He had visited the Holy Land in 1093
A.D. and returned to Europe to relate the most
horrible stories of the Seljuke tyranny and their
sacrilege of the Holy Sepulchre. Whatever truth or
lies and exaggerations there were in the statements of
this monk, his appeal greatly helped to rouse the
fanaticism of the lower classes* He travelled over
Europe on donkey back and barefooted, wearing
coarse clothes and carrying a large cross. He address-
ed the populace, moving them to tears, raising their
enthusiasm and urging them to vengeance and restora-
tion of the Holy Sepulchre. The outburst of the Sel-
jukes had, at that time, abated and their Empire broke
into pieces at the death of Malik Shah (1092 A.D.).
But the prelates of the Church and the princes of the
West did not feel secure at that temporary calmness,
particularly as they had learnt from the past history
that no sooner an outburst of Islam subsides than a
stronger outburst begins. Urban, like his predecessor
Gregory, considered it necessary to strengthen the
Eastern Empire, but he was of opinion that this should
be done by creating a Latin Kingdom in Palestine to
watch over Jerusalem and observe the eruption of
Islam in the South and East. This desire of the
Church was carried out and the princes and the
knights responded to its call and amassed large forces*
The avalanche of Christendom poured into the East,
and thus began in 1098 A.D. (491 A.H.) the series of
great wars known by the name of Crusades. Godfrey
of -Bouillon and his colleagues, the leaders of the first
Crusade, took possession of Jerusalem (1099 A.D.) and
many towns and portsof Syria, and created the Latin